Joe Winkle Wins IWDC’s Top Award

Joe Winkle was honored at the annual IWDC owners meeting in Scottsdale Arizona.
He was presented the “Bob Jackson” award on October 19th. Bob Jackson was an
Integral part in the formation and advancement of the Independent Welding
Distributor’'s Cooperative commonly referred to as the IWDC. The honor is bestowed
yearly on a participating member who has gone “above and beyond” in their support of
the organization. The Bob Jackson Award is considered the preeminent award of the
IWDC.

Criteria for the award include a member who is an advocate for strong independent
distributors, someone who has served the IWDC in an important and meaningful way,
arespected leader, and a person who believes in the value of family and community.

Joe was recognized for his leadership as a past chairman of the Organization as well
as being a champion within Weldstar for the IWDC. He continues to emphasize that
the 140+ member companies of the IWDC are also the owners of the cooperative. He
stresses the importance of supporting our organization through not only patronage but
through active participation.

IWDC president Frank Kasnick presented the award emphasizing Joe’s many
accomplishments as well as his core values. “Genuine- meaning real, unpretentious,
authentic; if there was one word to describe our winner it would be Genuine” he
started. Joe was completely surprised by the award. In his brief acceptance speech
he described how his tenure on the board, including his stint as chairman, has
rewarded him and made him a better business man than “I ever thought | could be”.
Joe also was quick to acknowledge his Weldstar colleagues. Congratulations Joe.




